Role of prostatic epithelium basement membrane incompetence in the pathogenesis of chronic prostatitis.
Prostatic inflammation is associated with infections penetrating through the urethra. This inflammation is treated by long courses of wide-spectrum antibiotics. However, the most frequent cause of prostatitis is Escherichia coli and other enteric flora. Electron microscopy of biopsy specimens from the prostate detected gaps in the prostatic epithelium basement membrane, their size explaining the penetration of enteric flora into the prostate. These data suggest another view on the pathogenesis of prostatitis and approaches to improvement of therapy for this disease.